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+ Luke-1.74;75- T hat ve being delivered out of the hands of our 


. mpght ſerve him without fear, in holmes and righteouſ- 
FJ? _ abr dayes. 
- 


bros. 92.25,26. But Hezckiah rendered not again according 
the benefit received, for his heart Was lifted up. Nerwith- 
g Hezekiah humbled himſelf. 


Us 0. _—_ uu walk after other gods, and ſay, we are dili- 


o do all theſe abommnations. 
t.15.3,9. Theſe feople honor me With their lips, 2} 
5 far þ from me, ber in vain do they wor /h1p me. 
+ + 1154 


ER Thg hetnen god, then was War in the x es x 
Printed at Londen, in the Year 1650. =" 


a 


= 
. 


= ASL PE Ir: - 


CE en<u—_y — D—" —_— TT EY Ko \ — 
» » 


£ 


LA of 
[9 SAS)? 
%' e3 . 


A Word to the People, and two 
J the ARMY. 


Dear friends, 


Ou hoſe hearts God hath touched , into whoſe 
hears the glorious hghe of the Lord Jeſus hath 
(ſhined, cannot but (and that with grief «f of ſoul ) 
confeſs with me, That as it was foretold by our 
1aviour, Who knew things as well in their events, 
Fc I as beings, T hat the love of many ſhould wax cold;'Math 2 
So may we ſay Now in out fad and diſmal dayes, that love to, and 


: 
| $ 4 garment out of 
faſhion ; watchfulneſs over our corrupt hearts and crooked wayes is 
by ſome (who, I think not preſumption co ſay, were never fully ac- 
uainted with the pretious excellency of Goſpel eruths, nor the de- 
ceitfulneſs of their ſelf deceiving hearts) laid alide, As a poor, legal, 
carnal imployment; but tis no wonderto ſee the father of lies tO 1N- 
ſnare ſuch, who are eaſily turned aſide from the good old way of 
| ſpirituall ſtedfaſtneſs. Such as are of roving minds,do ſeldom bor- 
| rom on any thing (whiles ſuch) that may be called eminent and 
| » ſolid ; Philoſophical ſubtleties do moſt take with aiery and'criti- 
call ſpirits, empry notions quiet that heart, though different 
from the rule too, who is ignorant of the glory of the Lordin 
truth reſting on his ſoul ; Satan transforms himtelf into the likeneſs 2:(@#-"? 
of an Angel of Light, to keep poor fouls from knowing and injoying 
that lighr,at whole right hand are pleaſures for evermore. Seeing 
now that vanity {0 » + har and folly hath. gotten a ſear , which 
A 2 heretofore . 
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heretof ore was a footſtool to x alchough I am conſcious to my 
ſelf of mine owa weaknefs, and not | — neither, how in layin 
out my felfro publique view, I ſhall be expoſed to the judgment 0 
many outſide Chriſtians, and therefore critical ſpirits, yet notwith- 
hn all rheſe pleas of Satan,and mine own carnal heart to the 
contrary, I have adventured abroad, referring the event of this my 
fincere and retired endeayors to advance the glory of God, to him 
alone,who by his Arm makes weak chings ſtrong ; Did not many 
able Chriſtians both fr parts and experiences,as I hope, more con» 
ſalt their own concernments then the glocy of God, they could nor 
be ſo dull in ſuch a day as this is, when fo few in ſincerity plead for 
truth, I am ſure there was another ſpirit in thoſe ſons of God to 
appear for truth of old; Moſes aimed fo at Gods glory, that he had 
rather dye then Gods hand (ſhould fall upon the /ſraelites, which 
would ſo redound to Gods diſhonor. So Paxl of the Jews, Roms. 
10. 1. The Lord lay not this ſin to their charge, Who are furniſhed 
with all ſuitable accommodations, and yer will not appear : but to 
my buſineſs. Friends, many of you have a long time talted of mercy, 
How do you prize the God of mercy? Is he your praiſe , who 
bath been your Saviour? Iam fearful of many of you, that you are 
almoſt drowned in forgerfulneſs of God; Chriſt was lovely to you, 
Is fin deadly now ? The Cavaleers are gone out of your Counties, 
Doth corruption raign in your hearts * Doth the injoyment of 
peace ingage you to bleſs the God of peace > if nor, whats the cauſe 
of this diſmal change? Surely I ſee by your life what you love. Souls, 
be ſerjous,and ask your hearts theſe queſtions. 

1. Whether you walk as a people that own,and remember the 
mercies of God; you have been a long time under the wing of divine 
love, are you now warmed by the HR_ of the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs? you have much given from God in a way of grace, ah, what 
do youreturn in a way of praiſe ? you have your delires granted, 
are your promiſes of glorifying God made good? Surely friends, re- 
bellion ſtill owned,and ated in ſuch an age,of ſo much light, againſt 
a God of ſo much love, is lamentcable indeed. 

2, Whether your hearts,and reſolutions are now as much ingaged 
againſt che unfruicful works of darkneſs as once they were ? Is fin 
lovely now,which once was deadly ? Is that your crown now, which 
once was your contempt ? Is holineſs your tryumph now ? Is God 
your end ? is Scripture your rule * Try your hearts;and fee whether 
you 
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a declining ſoul, when the pretious things of the Lord Jeſus are 
lookt on as things indifferent, taken, or left, all alike; ſurely ſuch ne- 
ver ſaw Chriſt in his Robes of gladneſs, who are more A 

raign, then of fins ruine; holy aQtivity for God and Truth once 
deadned, that foul is almoſt paſt recovery. 

3. You my dear friends tell-me, and put this to your hearts, whe- 
ther ſuch have any room in your hearts, who to our eye and conſci- 
ence appear holy, exaR, ſincere, (though not of your judgment, as 
to the circumſtantials of the Goſpel) time was when that pretious 
predſient was followed by you, Mai, 3.16. They that feared the 
Lord ſpaky often one to another ; but now thoſe that are not of your 
way, they ſhall have none of that food from heaven which God 
hath made you therefore Stewards of, that you might communicate 
to all of the houſhold of Faith - I once thought this Truth to be Or- 
thodox, that all that in ſincericy love the Lord Jeſus, ſhould be of 
one minde, heart, and reſolution, ſo far. as to impart the minde of 
God each to other : Not meeting together, becauſe nor of one judg- 
ment, hath almoſt drawn on a general vail, either of careleſnefs, or 
prejudice, who otherwiſe are eminent, and ſincere ; if union with 
the Father be not a ground of communion|with the Saints, let ſolid 
and expericaced Chriſtians judg. 

4. Whether your contending for SubjeRts Liberty (though in irs 
time, order, and ſeaſon every way delirable ) have not more made 
you the ſervants of (in then before ; miſtake me riot, I ay nor ſo, 

rdon me, if I fay it be my fear of many of my friends; what is 

reedom, if we we are led by the devil at his will 2 My dear friends 
let us not put the Cauſe before its EffeR, Liberty of ſoul malt be firlt; 
I know tis our beſt work : 1 do obſerve in my walkings abroad, that 
many cry, O what Tyranny do we groan under ! ( Tis true, 
Oppreſſion where found, when fel, is a burden ) I wiſh twere lefs 
where there's any; but yer let not us negleR our ſouls: Who cries out 
upon its corrupt heart ? who ſayes in ſeriouſneſs, in humility, O1 
have the devil loading it within ; whiles I cry out for liberty to 
my eſtate, my body, in my heart I am the ſervant to corruptions ; 
Alas, what infatuated ſouls have we, thus to begin ar the wrong 
end of our buſineſs; this tis to be ignorant of that, which if not 
A 3 | known, 
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you can fay that Gods Wordis your ſolace?ſins ruine your rejoycing? 
AY God, and not to affet God, is a knowledg which - 
ill bring miſerable experience on us all at the laſt ; tis a ad ſign of - 
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known,we (hal be hurl'd from God far as Satan and fin can caſt us; 
Ah, do not miſtake me, I am far from cenſuring any,my confidence 
drawn from experience of many of you is,thatGod hath really begun 
his good work on you: all that I contend for is this, that you that 
have fo long lived in the Court, the Preſence, the ſpecial Preſence of 
God, that you ſhould now look again with aff-ionate glances on 
yourDalilahs,your bolom-corruptions,ſhal not thisProverb be veri- 
hed on you ? | hope it ſhall,7he breynt childe dreads the fire;have you 
not ſmarted forſin herecofore, if nor, call out your weepings, {obs, 
ſighs, bemoanings,were not theſe on this account?O my heart is hard, 
my affeQions frozen,my wil perverſe,was it not for this cnd,that the 
pleaſent face of God might thine on you ? have you an anſwer to 
your cravings,and will you now be wanton? Are you come ſo neer 
the Land of Reſt,and now will you to Egypr again? Ab friends,ſha!l 
I write with Tears, or Ink? truly tis no time of dallying, tis good 
to examine your ſelvesgrake Pawls grave Exhortation,T ry your ſelves, 
know you not that ('briſt is in you, unleſs you are reprobates ? God 
muſt be che King of your hearts, or elſe your walkings mult have the 
cbaraRer of hell on them ; you cannot but know that Chriſt ſcorns 
eo have (in, his irceconcileable Enemy, his Competiror; tis his de- 
ſign to deſtroy the works of the devil abroad in the world, will he 
leave him your hearrszf you are his to command in then ? Is it not an 
affront to Royal Majeſty to have a Rebel raign in any of his Nomi- 
nions ? It can never be that heaven ſhould be in your hearts, and hell 
in your lives; that grace ſhould be within,and yer turn the Goſpel of 
a into W _ without, this is intollerable; as you are in 

eart,you will be in life; there may be a form of godlinels without 
the power, the power of godlineſs can never be without the form; 
many may make a ſhew in the fleſh,that are nor ſincere in heart; 
none can befincere at heart but will glorifie God in their ſouls and 
bodies, ſuch indeed as are (as ſome to my grief are) who fetch their 
principles from their brains, have their experience in their brains 
ro0 ; heart-experience flows from Gods power and preſence in the 
heart 2 Indeed I have,in my retired hours, ſeriouſly pondered what 
might be the cauſe of theſe fad departings of Saints from the faith, 
and [I finde theſe the cauſes. 

1. Our not watching over our hearts; when theſe are not called 
to an exaRt account, ( 1 can ſay this by ſad experience) they will 
quickly calt in fach cemprations as will either deaden or withdraw 

poor 
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r ſouls from a cautious, exaQ, conſcionable walking before 


od; a watchful Chriſtian is nor eaſily inſnared; as long as fouls are > 
on their watch, Satan lyes cloſe; but when ſecurity hach entertain- = 
ment, then in comes Satan,and pives(if grace do not mightily work) - 
a dreadful foyl; this is true in our experiences; when we feared (in, 
when we trembled at the leaſt inclination to corruption,O then how 
holy were we ! how eminent both in experiences, and praQtice; 
bur fince that time we are ſo {tupified, and benummed, that we are 
rather like ſtocks then Saints; a ſpirituall Numberfallen upon the 
beſt, and a ſpirit of prophanene(s upon the moſt of u$no ſuch way to = 
ſoul ruin as ſecurity, " 
2. Another cauſe is this, Our pretended injoyment of God ſo in 
ſpirit, as that which ingages us to live above ordinances; ſurely 1 
have a little traced this and all other pretended injoymtnts of God, 
and have compared them with the Saints of old; and 1 finde the 
Scripture to ſpeak to this ſenſe, that all ſuch as injoyed God moſt in 
ſpiru, were molt of all others aRive in duty; to have any thing from 
God, and yet have no longing to bleſs the name of God, to injoy 
on earth ſo much of God, as not to crave for daily and conſtanc 
ſupplies, in my judgment, favors of a ſoul that hath lived more _ 
reports,then 1njoyments : none know- the ſweetneſs of duties but : 
ſuch as ſtill live above them in cheir faith,never without them in their « 
ice, He that will not ſpeak to the father by prayce, will hardly, 
in the conſtancie of his life adorn the Goſpel ; | os. not the Saints 
burden which is none but the Saints priviledge ; he deſerves, and - 
that juſtly,tobe a ſtranger to grace, who never putup his requeſts to - 
the God of grace, for the pouring grace into his heart ; daily ad- : 
dreſſes to the throne of grace,arwthe inſtrumentall means to procure - 
fins death, and the Saints joy. S 
3. Another cauſe is, An affeRate deſire we have (more conſulting 
with Satan,then the Scripture) to turn plain eruths (chiefly ſuch as 
come cloſeſt ro the heart) into confuſed Allegories; and here we 
reſt, all's a miſtery, excluding hereby ſuch words,and exhortations as 
do moſt call on us for a holy, and circumſpeR walking ; Tis true, 
Scripture is ſo deep, that an Elephant may ſwim, ſo ſhallow and 
lain, that a Lamb may wade ; profound leſt prophane ones light 
it, plain chat the ignorant may imbrace it: Souls,have you not learn- 
ed this yer, that tis Sarans policy, chiefly this way, cither to divert 
our hearts from, or darken our underſtandings . in, the eying = 
oli 
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ſolid eminent truth, luſt when the ſnare is diſcovered we eſcapey 
plain truths rake moſt with honeſt hearts;Take this, All truths that do 
nota their interpretation, point out Gogs nature, holyneſs, and 
mans duty, are of the devils itamp, Bur 

4. Another cauſe of thus is, when we call all exhortations, ſerious 
cautions in Scripture as legaland carnal; who is ſo blinde as not to 
ſee Satan here? let him poſſeſs our hearts with this,he hath us faſt c- 
nough ; let our ſouls bottom here, and then che devil hath his de- 
ſign effteRed. Ah dear friends,cremble at the ſerious conſideration of 
chis, that ever there ſhould be any found profeiling the name of 
Chriſt, As ro ſay holy exhortations are Legall, Ah, what 
deceitful hearts have we ; becauſe as in other caſes, fome make 
their duties their God, therefore we muſt not perform duties 
to God, Friends, is holineſs done away with the blood of 
Buls,and Goats think you? was Chriſt cruciticd far you, and (hall 
not, muſt not, ſin be crucified in you? are exhortations ulctul as you 
are men, why not as you arc Chriſtians? but you need not theſe; If 
ſo, tis my joy that God hath the power of your hearts, if be fraye 
the glory of your converſations, you will put a high price upon ex- 
hortaions; is he my enemy that tels me my (tare, labors my ſecurity ? 
good God what an age is this | is (1m grace, ſeeing cautions for (1n- 
nersare legall;No wonder dear hearts there is ſo much folly amongſt 
us, ſecing the ſerious things of the Scripture have not ſo much of our 
thoughts, and meditations, as the ſcurrilous Epilogues of the moſt 
Galen pamphlet; if the divel be our prince, no wonder that his 
laws arc obeyed ; 1 once thought that an age of ſo much grace and 
goodneſs from heaven diſcovered, an age of ſo much lighe as this is, 
would never have witneſſed to ſuch withand fantaltick devices; that 
men, eſpecially profeſſors, ſhould have no more ſtayednels of 
Fucit but to handle, and talk of, Scripture as if ic were bur a carnal 

ory,rather to pleaſe fancy; then ſertle judgments. I have but a word 
to-you more; Friends take heed, God js a boly God, though we 
heed him not, be ſure he is ſo jealous of his glory, that be will make 
all prophanc mockers,one day ſmoak with the witneſs; though he be 
flow to wrath, yet when he comes, he is a conſuming fare : be ſober, 
be ſolid, be cautious; obſerve what I ſay, and the Lord give you r9 
take good Councel. 


And now my fellow-ſfouldicrs,a Word allo to you, You box] hag 
0g, 
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God amongſt you,in your marchings,you have been aRive for God, 
your converſations have as reallyconqueredas your Swords; Is there 

ill the ſame aRivity in you for God as heretofore ? your Quar- 
rers were ble\t in their injoyment of you, you were ſo eminent in 

ce, ſo ative in holineſs ; are you ſo now ? why is there complain» 

ing then ? arc you weary of well-doing, that now you mult lerfia 
in, and give life to it ? which if kept our had been quite ſtarved ; do 
Þ do you nor' know the Serpent hath its ſting in Winter as well as 
0 Summer ? {im will be as deadly to your ſouls, as your Swords (God 
owning you) have made you dreadful to your enemies : Friends 
bear with me a lictle, your ſouls I love, tis your fins I hate; God 
hach quell'd your enemies withour, hath God killed your corrupti» 
ons within ? you are not free indeed till the Son make you free : 
Tis a true Paradox, a Conquerer inchains; you cannot be men for 
God and Truth, unleſs the God of Truth be in you : better (though, 
grievous) to be ſubjeRts ro the wills of men, then overcome by+ 
D the wiles of our hearts; My dear friends, be ferious now with me, 
and anſwer to theſe Queries, 

1. Wherher your victory over men without, or over ſin within, 
doth molt rejoyce you ? I am (horr, be you ſerious, deal in the up- 
righeneſs of your hearts : Chriſtians who are ſo _—_— more in the 
overcoming a luſt, chen in gaining an Empire. Let this be put home 
on your fouls, 

2. VVhether you earneſtly deſire more for the ſettlement of the 
Nation, then the ſetting up of the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Na- 
tion? Do you more defire” Peace withour Truth, or Truth, though 
without Peace ? which had you rather have, England: diſtrations 
continued, or ſins deſtruRtion haſtened ? before you pur this paper 
into your pockets, let this truth fink into-your hearts, weigh this. 

3. VVhether you ſeriouſly conclude; from former deliverances, 
and mercy Which God hath given you the experience off though now 
far beneath your Former holy aftiviry ) that God will tilt proſper 
you ? That God hath made you vidorious, tis true,. that God will 
| make you ſucceſsful, is uncertain ; God will not delight in ſuch as = 
delight in fin, V Vhen Fphraim ; cremblingly, he exalted him- 
ſelf in 1/-ael, but when he finned in Baa! he died 7 1 tell you, car-- 
mality, lukewarmnefs, and 3 late derhargy thatis faln onybu, will,» 
lixe a rult, cat rhrough your beans, Armes, Vidories, Counccls,- 
Courages; and do thac ia a any thouland ene-- 
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- ies could never effec : if fin beimbraced by you, you art no 
- either in your Arms,or power long-lived. 

4. Whether you think that all your duties are done as Chriſtians 
{when you have by your ſelves mer together ſecking God) though 
this be a great &ſtimony that your hearts are afiec God, yet all this 
"while, when amongſt others you do notdeclare your experiences that 
you have been with Jeſus : You that are commanders, Is there no 
command from Jeſus C hriſt, think you, thac you come ſhort of ? 

- Have you not fouldiers? do you look chat they obey you as they are 
-"men? how can they obey in ſincerity unleſs they areChriſtians? and 
- how ſhall they know how tv obey, unleſs ic be known who mult be 
. obeyed ? Why cannot you pray upon your Guards, exhort upon 
- your watches, as formerly ? whats the reaſon? 1 hope you do not 
- count it a ſhame to name God. 
You that arc ſouldiers, was there not a time once, when in your 
marches-the praiſe of God was in your mouths, and the fear of God 
in yoor hearts? was there not a time when prayers were more hcard 
amongſt you then curſes > Surely, dear friends,you did ſcorn ro be 
the devils underlings; I pray let God have your praiſe to whom you 
owe your lives,and in the name 1nd fear of God be inſtruted : God 
- hath tw your Rock , O now let his word be your Rule, and let ic 
- appear that God -hath rouſed you up now to prize him, praiſe him, 
- and pray unto him. 

5. Whether you loye them moſt, that you ſee love (in leaſt? do you 

not make defection cither in judgment,or experience, a ground of 
. difaffeRtion to their perſons whom your ſouls, in private, tell 

you are indeed the Sons of God? tell me, do you ſtrengthen 
- the weak? confirm the ſtrong? Chriſt doth not break bruiſed 
- reeds, take heed ,, do not you tread on them. 1 beſeech you 

let it not be ſaid of you, that you embrace the devils brats, whiles 
= the kings children, the fons of God, arte diſregarded; he loyes not 
« God, that loves nor thoſe that are born of God. 

6. In your ſerious aftairs, do you ſeriouſly make God your Coun. 

cellor ? his word your rule ? I hope you have lived fo long ſome of 
= you/ by faith, as not to make fleſh'your ſtrength. , a 
« they live above fin, they will not go to ſinful courſes to effeR their 
- »ends; he that makes haſt withour God,makes too much haſt to ſpeed 
- well; rempering with policy hath almoſt loſt your glory; good 
« Means arc proportioned to upright-bearted ends. I have been 
long, 
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long, but tis chat you and I mighenv longer tamper wit 
bots word of defre to you, pray take it as intended, it 
my heart, the Lord pur it on yours. ' ' 
1, Make fincerity (as tis } your ſtrength; ſurely this will make 
you invincible, tis a garment beſt pleaſes God of any ; remember 
that precious place in the Proverbs, He that walks wprightly Walks Tho: 10.9. 
ſorely. 
2. Be ſerious for God, come to talk of ſerious things with ſolid 
” hearts : levity of ſpirit very ill becgmes C hriſtians, gone are foTo0n 
= inſnared as thoſe thar are flalhy. Pawls advice mizhe be vfeful to vs, 
Be ſober, and watchful; ſhewing none are more watchful chen ſo- 
ber, ſerious Souls. 
3. Take heed your lives,do not give your tounges the ly, to cry 
up God with the mouth, and cry- down holineſs .in the practice, is 
|[zmentabl* ; he that knoweth Gods will and doth ir not, ſhallbe 
beaten to purpoſe. Ah, live not by the ditaces of this prince in the 
world,who is the God of the world: are you members of Chriſt? re. 
member then your head is holy, gratious, loving; love one ano« 
- ther, let union be your ſtrength, let holineſs appear in your confe- 
rences, ends, walkings. ud wv 
4. Be conſtanc in your profeſſions, be rhac holds out is crowned ; 
perſeverance is that grace that wears the crowh; yow have gone 
through many hardthips co ger peace, you 'muſt go through more 
before you come into the Arms of the God of. peace; take not holi- 
neſs only for a ſeaſon, bur let ir be your daily-drels;/Þrefer God 
above all ſelf. advantages. A | 
5. Appear againſt fin in your neareſÞ-relacions;comive at fin in 7 
none, difclaimit, appear againſt it in all; love to God will looſe a = 
friends love rather then ſee God diſhonored; if God beindeedin » 
you, nothing will more gall your ſouls then his diſbonor,more revive 
you then his glory. -. » 7, 
6. Prefer principles before pertbneZltove none ſo much as the 
lovers of God,cloſe with none fo intimately, as with thoſe that con» 
form to God ; let thoſe that be like God,be loved not verbally,but 
really,as ſuch. . 
7. Be ſure that you have a reverend eſteem of , and put a weight 
n,the leaſt of Scriprure-truths; every word there came from 
God, and hath glory, and majeſty in it, _ 


—C— 


Now friends Ive dope; cake eed, leſt by ws Gables cxrmal plea 
be taken up,He cared for none of theſe things.! hall fay but word 
or two und ſo conclude... I may {peak to your ear, tis Gotls work to 
_« ſptakto your heart; wor be 19 print , bur:God muſt imprine 
© « truths 01 your heart, or £will neverbe powerful; my diſcourſe'is 
weak, yet no more nor leſs then truth ; love: to you hath made me 
= deytplainly with you, rhoſe chat ſooth you in your ſins are bur poor 
= friends ro your ſouls; ſome may deſpiſe me, and ſcorn my indeavors, 
but I will indeavor wich my God to pray them into a berter liking 
of God,and trurh;Many pamphlers may come to your hands, O thac 
z truth might come to your hearts; fanciesand fables are for babyes ; 
= wife men love truth. Now my dear friends, if there be any hearr 
inyou for God, any love to, zeal for God and truth, any long- 
ings to ſtop theſe blecding wounds thac are on the land, lay onr, 
lay out all your powers, experiences,aftivities; improve every ad- 
= - vantage, let nothing be wanting. Surely, Gods preſence with us, 
» Gods ſpirit invs, Gods word guiding us, is that or nothing, thar 
=- muſt ſolacg,and ſecure us; if we caſt off this, and follow the devices of 
« our hearts, Wo and alas, the Lord have mercy on us, we are 
undone cen for ever. Mytloas fricnds contider Zohn 14.6. Chriſt is 
the way to the Facher £0.23 wecarnng; come ro God burby him. Ab, 
the Lord keep us ſo in this way, thac we way aſſurcdly arrain' at laſt 
to the ſalvation of our fouls, To which fGancere requeſt ler all the 
lovers of the Lord Jekus lay, Amen. 


' Molineſa © Land betometh thy houſe for ever i Plal. 93. 5. 
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